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"GOD  BLESS  MY  MOTHER,  ALL  THAT  I  AM  OR 
EVER  HOPE  TO  BE.  I  OWE  TO  MY  ANGEL  MOTHER" 


BORN  1809      DIED  1865 
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cAbraham  Lincoln 


oearen — me  omy  rime  i  nave  ever  oeen  neaxen  oy  ine 
people.  The  next  and  three  succeeding  biennial  elections,  I 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature.  I  was  not  a  candidate 
afterwards.  During  this  Legislative  period,  I  had  studied 
law,  and  removed  to  Springfield  to  practise  it.  In  1846, 
I  was  once  elected  to  the  Lower  House  of  Congress.  Was 
not  a  candidate  for  reelection.  From  1849  to  1854,  both 
inclusive,  practised  law  more  assiduously  than  ever  before. 
Always  a  Whig  in  politics,  and  generally  on  the  Whig 
electoral  tickets,  making  active  canvasses.  I  was  losing 
interest  in  politics,  when  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise aroused  me  again.  What  I  have  done  since  then  is 
pretty  well  known. 

If  any  personal  description  of  me  is  thought  desirable, 
it  may  be  said  I  am  in  height  six  feet  four  inches,  nearly; 
lean  in  flesh,  weighing,  on  an  average,  one  hundred  and 
eighty  pounds;  dark  complexion,  with  coarse  black  hair  and 
grey  eyes.  No  other  marks  or  brands  recollected. 


(Reproduced   from   Lincoln's  personal 


ngna 


In  1918,  the  Old  Salem  Lincoln  League  of  Peters- 
burg. 111.,  town  of  3  000  people,  decided  to  recreate  the 
village  of  Old  Calem,  a  mile  and  a  half  away  on  one  of 
the  beautiful  hills  that  shadow  the  Sangamon  River,  where 
Lincoln  had  lived.  It  had  been  New  Salem  then,  but, 
having  passed,  became  Old  Sal^m.  The  people  who  had  lived 
there  were  gone.  The  village  itself  was  gone.  Nothing 
remained  but  its  historic  site,  its  unforgettable  story,  and 
records  that  told  where  each  log  cabin  of  Lincoln's  time 
had  stood. 

There  was  the  Offut  store  where  he  worked  as  clerk. 
The  Lincoln-Berry  store  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
partners.  It  was  his  first  business  venture  and  his  first 
failure.  It  has  been  said  that  William  Berry,  his  partner, 
drank  too  much,  and  that  Lincoln  read  too  much  and  told 
too  many  stories  for  the  good  of  the  trade,  and  in  consequence 
the  store's  stock  was  sold  in  the  spring  of  1  833  to  satisfy 
its  creditors.  It  was  characteristic  of  Lincoln  that  he  took 
upon  himself  responsibility  for  the  firm's  debts,  and  the 
last  of  which  he  paid  in  1848. 

There  was  the  log  office  of  Dr.  Allen,  the  village  doctor, 
the    Hill    and    McNeil    store    where   Lincoln    sat    with  his 
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bags  which  Lincoln  used  when  riding  the  circuit  of  Illinois 
towns  as  a  country  lawyer,  during  which  time  he  tried 
some  historic  cases.  One  was  the  famous  Duff  Armstrong 
murder  trial. 

At  the  close  of  the  Black  Hawk  Campaign  he  con- 
tinued his  study  of  law,  becoming  a  clerk  in  a  law  office 
in  Springfield,  and  walked  the  distance  between  that  city 
and  the  village. 

In  183  6,  Lincoln  became  a  candidate  for  the  Illinois 
Legislature.  When  he  was  elected  he  removed  from  New 
Salem  to  Springfield.  In  1  83  7,  he  became  a  law  partner 
of  Mayor  John  T.  Stuart,  then  a  prominent  lawyer  of 
Springfield. 

From  1841  to  1844,  Lincoln  was  the  associate  of  one 
of  the  greatest  lawyers  Illinois  has  ever  produced,  Stephen 
T.  Logan.  Later  he  opened  an  office  of  his  own  with 
young  "Billy"  Herndon  as  partner.  For  over  sixteen  years 
they  occupied  the  back  room  of  a  store  building  on  South 
Fifth  street.  Until  Lincoln's  death  a  little  sign,  "Lincoln 
CJ  Herndon,  Attorneys  at  Law,"  creaked  on  its  rusty  hinges 
at  the  foot  of  the  stairway. 

On  February  11,  1861,  when  departing  for  Washington, 
Lincoln,  from  his  car  at  the  Great  Western  Station  spoke 
these  touching  words: 

'My  friends:  No  one,  not  in  my  situation,  can  appreciate 
my  feeling  of  sadness  at  this  parting.  To  this  place,  and 
the  kindness  of  these  people,  I  owe  everything.  Here  I 
have  lived  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  have  passed  from 
a  young  to  an  old  man.  Here  my  children  have  been  born, 
and  one  is  buried.  I  now  leave,  not  knowing  when  or 
whether  ever  I  may  return,  with  a  task  before  me  greater 
than  that  which  rested  upon  Washington.  Without  the  as- 
sistance of  that  Divine  Being,  who  ever  attended  him,  I 
cannot  succeed.  With  that  assistance,  I  cannot  fail.  Trust- 
ing in  Him  who  can  go  with  me,  and  remain  with  you 
and  be  everywhere  for  good,  let  us  confidently'  hope  that 
all  will  yet  be  well.  To  His  care  commending  you,  as  I 
uope  in  your  prayers  you  will  commend  me,  I  bid  you  an 
affectionate  farewell." 

From  Springfield,  New  Salem  Stale  Park  may  be 
reached  by  Illinois  Highway  97  about  17  miles 
northwest.  It  is  a  beautiful  spot  to  visit,  rich  in  its 
store  of  memories,  hallowed  by  association  with 
Abraham  Lincoln.  Toward  it  the  feet  of  the  world 
turn  in  tribute  to  him. 


LINCOLN  CABIN,  BIRTHPLACE  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  KENTUCKY 


LINCOLN  CABIN,  BIRTHPLACE  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  KENTUCKY 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  WAS  BORN  IN  THIS  CABIN  IN  HARDIN  COUNTY  ON  FEB.  12,  1809 


Located  Illinois  Side  of  Lincoln  Memorial  Bridge,  Vincennes,  Ind. 


Onstot's  Cooper  Shop  and  Residence,  New  Salem  State  Park,  Lincoln's  New  Salem,  111. 


Abraham  Lincoln  and  Ann  Rufiedge  in  their  Courting  Days 
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Hill  Residence,  Hill-McNamar  (McNeil)  Store,  BerryrUncoln  Store,  Lukins  and  Ferguson  Reaidence 


LincoJn  Jived  in  the  Village  ol  New  Salem,  111.  from  1831-1837 


Hill-McNamar  (McNeil)  Store.  New  Salem  State  Park,  Lincoln's  New  Salem,  111. 


Abraham  Lincoln  served  the  latter  Portion  of  his  Postmastership  here 


Northeast  Corner  of  Eighth  and  Jackson 


While  House,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Lincoln,  the  President. 


Abraham  Lincoln  Memorial,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Inferior  of  Lincoln  Monument,  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery, 


Springfield.  Ill 


Final  Resting  Place  of  Abraham  Lincoln — 16th  President  of  the  U.  S.  A. 


ABRAHAM 

In  his  plain,  unassuming  manner  Abraham  Lin- 
coln wrote  in  his  autobiography  as  follows: 

At  twenty-one,  I  came  to  Illinois,  and  passed  the  first 
year  in  Macon  County.  Then  I  got  to  New  Salem,  at  that 
time  in  Sangamon,  now  in  Menard  County,  where  I  remained 
a  year  as  sort  of  a  clerk  in  a  store.  Then  came  the  Black 
Hawk  war,  and  I  was  elected  a  Captain  of  Volunteers, 
a  success  which  gave  me  more  pleasure  than  any  I  have 
had  since.  I  went  ( through)  the  campaign,  was  elated, 
ran  for  the  Legislature  the  same  year  (183Z),  and  was 
beaten — the  only  time  I  have  ever  been  beaten  by  the 
people.  The  next  and  three  succeeding  biennial  elections,  I 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature.  I  was  not  a  candidate 
afterwards.  During  this  Legislative  period,  J  had  studied 
law,  and  removed  to  Springfield  to  practise  it.  In  1846. 
I  was  once  elected  to  the  Lower  House  of  Congress.  Was 
not  a  candidate  for  reelection.  From  1849  to  1854,  both 
inclusive,  practised  law  more  assiduously  than  ever  before. 
Always  a  Whig  in  politics,  and  generally  on  the  Whig 
electoral  tickets,  making  active  canvasses.  I  was  losing 
interest  in  politics,  when  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise aroused  me  again.  What  I  have  done  since  then  is 
pretty  well  known. 

If  any  personal  description  of  me  is  thought  desirable, 
it  may  be  said  I  am  in  height  six  feet  four  inches,  nearly; 
lean  in  flesh,  weighing,  on  an  average,  one  hundred  and 
eighty  pounds;  dark  complexion,  with  coarse  black  hair  and 
grey  eyes.  No  other  marks  or  brands  recollected. 


(Reproduced   from   Lincoln's  personal  signature.) 

In  1918,  the  Old  Salem  Lincoln  League  of  Peters- 
burg. 111.,  town  of  3000  people,  decided  to  recreate  the 
village  of  Old  Calem,  a  mile  and  a  half  away  on  one  of 
the  beautiful  hills  that  shadow  the  Sangamon  River,  where 
Lincoln  had  lived.  It  had  been  New  Salem  then,  but, 
having  passed,  became  Old  Sa^m.  The  people  who  had  lived 
there  were  gone.  The  village  itself  was  gone.  Nothing 
remained  but  its  historic  site,  its  unforgettable  story,  and 
records  that  told  where  each  log  cabin  of  Lincoln's  time 
had  stood. 

There  was  the  Offut  store  where  he  worked  as  clerk. 
The  Lincoln-Berry  store  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
partners.  It  was  his  first  business  venture  and  his  first 
failure.  It  has  been  said  that  William  Berry,  his  partner, 
drank  too  much,  and  that  Lincoln  read  too  much  and  tcld 
too  many  stories  for  the  good  of  the  trade,  and  in  consequence 
the  store's  stock  was  sold  in  the  spring  of  1833  to  satisfy 
its  creditors.  It  was  characteristic  of  Lincoln  that  he  took 
upon  himself  responsibility  for  the  firm's  debts,  and  the 
last  of  which  he  paid  in  1848. 

There  was  the  log  office  of  Dr.  Allen,  the  village  doctor, 
the    Hill    and    McNeil    store    where   Lincoln    sat    with  his 
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LINCOLN 

cronies  and  told  stories,  the  Onstott  Cooper  Shop,  rebuilt 
with  the  original  logs  and  on  the  original  site,  where 
Lincoln  studied  law  at  night  by  the  light  of  shavings. 

When  all  of  the  long  ago  log  cabins  had  been  com- 
pleted, the  village  was  dedicated  with  state-wide  ceremonies 
and  a  great  historical  pageant.  The  dedication  took  place 
on  September  6-7,  1918.  Later  the  recreated  village  was 
taken  over  by  the  State  of  Illinois  and  made  a  state  park, 
and  a  museum  and  a  caretaker's  home  was  built.  In  the 
museum  are  many  Lincoln  relics,  a  valuable  and  wonder- 
fully interesting  collection.  Among  them  are  the  saddle 
bags  which  Lincoln  used  when  riding  the  circuit  of  Illinois 
towns  as  a  country  lawyer,  during  which  time  he  tried 
some  historic  cases.  One  was  the  famous  Duff  Armstrong 
murder  trial. 

At  the  close  of  the  Black  Hawk  Campaign  he  con- 
tinued his  study  of  law,  becoming  a  clerk  in  a  law  office 
in  Springfield,  and  walked  the  distance  between  that  city 
and  the  village. 

In  183  6,  Lincoln  became  a  candidate  for  the  Illinois 
Legislature.  When  he  was  elected  he  removed  from  New 
Salem  to  Springfield.  In  183  7,  he  became  a  law  partner 
of  Mayor  John  T.  Stuart,  then  a  prominent  lawyer  of 
Springfield. 

From  1841  to  1844,  Lincoln  was  the  associate  of  one 
of  the  greatest  lawyers  Illinois  has  ever  produced,  Stephen 
T.  Logan.  Later  he  opened  an  office  of  his  own  with 
young  "Billy"  Herndon  as  partner.  For  over  sixteen  years 
they  occupied  the  back  room  of  a  store  building  on  South 
Fifth  street.  Until  Lincoln's  death  a  little  sign,  "Lincoln 
8  Herndon,  Attorneys  at  Law,"  creaked  on  its  rusty  hinges 
at  the  foot  of  the  stairway. 

On  February  11,  1861,  when  departing  for  Washington, 
Lincoln,  from  his  car  at  the  Great  Western  Station  spoke 
these  touching  words: 

'My  friends:  No  one,  not  in  my  situation,  can  appreciate 
my  feeling  of  sadness  at  this  parting.  To  this  place,  and 
the  kindness  of  these  people,  I  owe  everything.  Here  I 
have  lived  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  have  passed  from 
a  young  to  an  old  man.  Here  my  children  have  been  born, 
and  one  is  buried.  I  now  leave,  not  knowing  when  or 
whether  ever  I  may  return,  with  a  task  before  me  greater 
than  that  which  rested  upon  Washington.  Without  the  as- 
sistance of  that  Divine  Being,  who  ever  attended  him,  I 
cannot  succeed.  With  that  assistance,  I  cannot  fail.  Trust- 
ing in  Him  who  can  go  with  me,  and  remain  with  you 
and  be  everywhere  for  good,  let  us  confidently^hope  that 
all  will  yet  be  well.  To  His  care  commending  you,  as  I 
nope  in  your  prayers  you  will  commend  me,  I  bid  you  an 
affectionate  farewell." 

From  Springfield,  New  Salem  State  Park  may  be 
reached  by  Illinois  Highway  97  about  17  miles 
northwest.  It  is  a  beautiful  spot  to  visit,  rich  in  its 
store  of  memories,  hallowed  by  association  with 
Abraham  Lincoln.  Toward  it  the  feet  of  the  world 
turn  in  tribute  to  him. 
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Lincoln  ^omb,  Springfield,  III. 


